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Karen Zacarías’ plays include Legacy of 
Light, Mariela in the Desert, The Book 
Club Play, The Sins of Sor Juana, the adaptation 
of the best-selling book How the Garcia Girls Lost 
Their Accents, and children’s musicals Looking for 
Roberto Clemente, Einstein is a Dummy, Jane of the 
Jungle, Cinderella Eats Rice and Beans, Ferdinand 
the Bull and Frida Libre. Her plays have been pro-
duced at The Kennedy Center, Arena Stage, The 
Goodman Theatre, Denver Center Theatre Company, 
La Jolla Playhouse, Alliance Theater, Round House 
Theatre, Berkshire Theatre Festival, Arden Theatre 
Company, Cleveland Playhouse and many more. Her 
awards include the 2010 Steinberg Citation for Best New Play (Legacy of 
Light����������	
����
�����������	������	���� Mariela in the Desert�����������
New Voices Award, the National Latino Play Award, the ATT/TCG First 
Stages Award, finalist for the Susan S. Blackburn Award and a Helen Hayes 

Award for Outstanding New Play (Sins of Sor 
Juana). In addition, she has commissions from 
South Coast Rep, Denver Center Theatre Com-
pany and Arena Stage. Ms. Zacarías is the play-
wright-in-residence at Arena Stage and teaches 
playwriting at Georgetown University. She lives 
in Washington, D.C., with her husband and three 
young children and is a graduate of Stanford 
University. 

�
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